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India for early op of
TAPI gasline project

India, Turkmenistan Ink 7 Pacts, Vow

i Ashgabat: Batting for early

: implementation of the USD
: 10 billion TAPI gas pipeline
i project, Prime Minister Na-
i rendra Modi on Saturday
! evinced India's interest in
i long-term investment in the
¢ energy sector in Turkmenis-
i tanasthetwocountriesinked
: seven pacts and vowed to
i jointly combat terrorism in
i theregion. ' :
H During comprehensive
i talksbetweenModiand Turk-
: menistan President Gurban-
i guly Berdymukhammedov

: both sides decided to intensi-

i fy efforts in dealing with
i threats of terrorism, orga-
: nised crime and illegal drug-
: trafficking.

3 The Prime Minister iden-
: tified terrorism as a major
i threat facing the region and
: said, "We have shared inter-
i estinapeaceful andstable Af-
: ghanistan and Central Asia.
: We have also common pur-
i pose in combating terrorism
: and extremism in our re-
ipeiony e
: After talks between the
i two sides, a total of seven
i pacts were signed including
: anagreementon cooperation
i inthefield of defence andan-
: otheron tourism.

: Calling TAPI (Turkmenis-
tan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
India) project as a significant
initiative in relationship be-

-Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveils a bust of ‘aliéiﬁha~Garictﬁi in
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, on Saturday ; i
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tween the two countries, Mo-
di said possibility of land-sea
route through Iran for the
pipeline should be explored.

. Theproject wasenvisaged
to take gas from Turkmenis-
tan, which holds the world's
fourth-largest natural gas re-
serves, to India and Pakistan
through Afghanistan.

‘A joint statement termed
the TAPI projecta "key pillar"
of economic engagement be-
tween India and Turkmenis-
tan and said both the leaders
recognised that its imple-
mentation would have a
transformational impact on
trade.

Itsaid they decided to take

measures for early imple-
mentation of ‘this important
regional project. . '

The leaders reaffirmed
their strong commitment to-
wards timely implementa-
tion of this strategic project
andnoted that theselection of
its Consortium Leader, to be
finalised by September 1 this
year, would mark a crucial
step,itsaid. |

Modi said also expressed
India's readiness for long-
term investment in the ener-
gy sector in Turkmenistan."I
convey our interest in long-
term investment in the ener-
gy sector in Turkmenistan,"
the Prime Minister said. pmi




